INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
Loretto's only livery stable and ran the stage to Cres-
son, six miles away and the nearest railroad station, car-
rying passengers and mail. Occasionally young Charlie
drove the stage. Charlie had developed into a prankish,
cocky lad, eager to learn and willing to try anything.
He was always whistling and singing. The villagers
called him "Dolly Varden" and "Smiling Charlie". He
hung around with drummers who made fun of his
flaming red neckties and told him stories which he re-
peated with gusto and embellishment.
From the time he donned his first pair of long trous-
ers, Charlie had a soft eye for the girls. One romance
of his adolescence is still remembered in Loretto: a sour
old citizen of the town lost his wife. He shopped un-
successfully in the neighborhood for another. Finally he
disappeared for a spell and returned with a mate. Num-
ber two had a sister who decorated the stage in some
capacity. This young woman dropped in for a visit the
summer Charlie Schwab, seventeen, completed his
second year at the Franciscan College. The boy got sweet
on her and loafed on her doorstep all day and pretty
nearly all night. The girl seemed to be gone on Charlie
too. He wanted to marry her. She told him the stage
was the place for a nice fellow like him who could play
so well and sing so sweetly. But Charlie's people were
dead set against his marrying an actress and going on
the stage.
Just then A. J. Spiegelmire came to Loretto on a
visit. He was part owner of a general merchandise store
in Braddock. He offered young Schwab a clerkship at
three dollars a week. At this climacteric moment
Charlie's love decided to remove the delicious perfume
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